
Welcome to our newest newsletter!
 

Wow-what a busy few weeks we've had! We've also been enjoying
the ease in restrictions meaning we have been able to see more of

you in person. We look forward to that continuing. 
Here is a small glimpse at some of the things we've gotten up to over

the last month. 
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WHAT HAVE WE BEEN DOING....

THE NWMF 'ADVANCING RACE EQUALITY AWARDS'

We held our first 'Advancing Race Equality Awards' on 9th June 2021
at the City Hotel in Derry/Londonderry and it was a great night.

The purpose of these awards is to honour people and organisations
from across the country that have set an example with their work
and contributed to areas such as peace and reconciliation, human
rights, overcoming racism and harnessing a genuinely inclusive
society in NI.

We presented 32 awards to individuals and organisations across 12
different categories. 

A special thank you to our event sponsors and partners, including the
Belfast Islamic Centre, City Hotel, and the Belfast Multi-Cultural
Association.



Nominations for the 2021 awards, which will take place in June 2022,
will open in October 2021. Keep an eye on social media channels for
updates on this. 

BETTER HEALTH-STRONGER COMMUNITIES PROJECT 

We kicked off this new programme on June 17th to promote positive
mental and physical health and well-being for minoritised people in
Northern Ireland. 

We also want to use it to create a welcoming environment for people
of all backgrounds to work together effectively and help to increase
the participant's knowledge and awareness of their mental health and
that of others around them. 

The project consists of 10 weeks of physical training and ten weeks of
mental health awareness training. 



COMMUNITY OUTREACH MEETINGS IN JUNE:

Between the 23rd and the 29th June we held three community
outreach meetings with Ulster Unionist Party representative, Stuart
Hughes, Sinn Féin MLA, Emma Sheerin and members of the
Inishowen Development Partnership. 

The purpose behind these meetings was to discuss our 'Connecting
Communities Campaign for Change' project, raise awareness of the
issues the project focuses on and see how we might work together to
build a stronger future. 

As many of you may know, 'Campaign for Change' aims to engage
people and communities from across the whole island of Ireland to
help raise awareness of the challenges facing non- UK / Non- Irish
citizens who are living, working and studying in both the Republic of
Ireland and Northern Ireland. 

These were three very productive meetings and we look forward to
continuing to engage with them and working together to meet our
shared goals.



On 3rd June, members of our Active Citizens Club and our Youth Culture
Club took to the streets for a community clean up around the Philip street
area of the city. In total, our members lifted five bags of rubbish and
weeds. 

Big thank you to all our members who took part in this eco-friendly
initiative; we are proud of their commitment to ensuring our homes,
common areas and green spaces are kept clean, safe and protected.

If you’d like to get involved in any of our upcoming eco-friendly
initiatives, email our Community Liaison Officer at
aynaz.zarif@nwmf.org.uk

 

COMMUNITY CLEAN UP



On Saturday, 3rd July, we had the privilege of presenting a cohort of
our 'Active Citizens' with their 'Active Citizens Social Leadership
Training' certificates. This group's training took place entirely online
due to COVID, and this was the first time we got to meet with them
in person.
 
The training was delivered over six weeks. While we did have some
concerns that building relations and engaging in intercultural
dialogue online may not be effective, this group of active citizens is
proof that with commitment and dedication, virtual connection and
learning can be just as effective as in-person. 

 

ACTIVE CITIZENS CERTIFICATE PRESENTATION 

These are an incredibly inspiring group of people, and we are lucky
to have gotten to witness even a glimpse of their passion for justice
and change. We can’t wait to see what the future holds for each of
them!

 



On the 9th  July, we had the opportunity to meet with some youth
representatives of The Alliance Party to discuss our Effective
Activism project and our 'Campaign for Change'.

The aim of this campaign is to tackle racial inequalities and open
opportunities for non-CTA citizens living in Northern Ireland to
freely move through the common travel area without restrictions
imposed on them.

Thank you to Hannah, Christopher and Rowan for taking the time to
meet with us. We are delighted to have you on board! 

 

 

MEETING WITH YOUTH REPRESENTATIVES OF THE 

ALLIANCE PARTY 

EFFECTIVE ACTIVISM SUPPORTING INTERCOMMUNITY PRACTICE

SUMMER SCHOOL

On Tuesday 13th July we launched our 'Effective Activism Summer
School' program for young people aged 13-24 who have a passion for
change and social justice. 

The 'Summer School' is part of our Effective Activism project and is
being funded by St Stephen Green Trust. It will run for 6 days from
the 21st to the 26th August at the City Hotel in Derry, starting from
10.30am until 5pm each day.
 



Anyone attending the programme will be offered a mixture of
intercultural learning, interactive and reflective sessions and
opportunities to learn about integration challenges faced by
minoritised communities in Northern Ireland.

Among those already signed up are members from six Northern
Irish political party youth wings, including Sinn Fein, Ulster Unionist
Party, SDLP, People before Profit, The Alliance Party and DUP.

We have space for up to 70 young people to attend the 'Summer
School' and registration is currently still open. You can access this
using the link below: 
https://bit.ly/NWMF_Effective_Activism_Summer_School.

 

'COMMUNITIES UNITING AGAINST RACISM' FAMILY FUN DAY:

We held our annual Family Fun Day on Saturday 24th July at Brooke
Park and what a great day it was!

Over 400 people from different backgrounds and walks of life came
along and enjoyed activities including an intercultural BBQ, hair
braiding, football, face painting, Henna, drumming lessons, Zumba,
Intercultural storytelling, pottery and more. 

https://bit.ly/NWMF_Effective_Activism_Summer_School?fbclid=IwAR07C_nlikRxq94j7mBAYrTj5f4EFnweJFWje7EcqTKanqTO9hO1ByAjEpw


It was also great to welcome Chief Constable Simon Byrne, Assistant
Chief Constable Bobby Singleton, Superintendent Gerry McGrath,
Community Safety and Service Hate Crime Lead, Superintendent
Catherine Magee Derry City and Strabane Operations and all the
PSNI neighbourhood officers along to the fun day to engage with
everyone. Their attendance was a significant step in the right
direction for our organisation and all minority ethnic people in
Northern Ireland. 

Thank you again to everyone who came along, you truly made it a
special day! 

 
 



On the 26th July we hosted Junior Minister and MLA, Gary
Middleton of the DUP, to discuss the many challenges facing the
black and minority ethnic communities in Northern Ireland.

Specifically, we discussed the lack of progress in the publication of a
Refugee Integration Strategy, the development and implementation
process of the racial equality strategy and our 'Campaign for change'
project. 

We also discussed the participation of the DUP youth wing in our
'Summer School'. 

We currently have a follow-up meeting arranged with Gary for
August and we look forward to continuing our work together as we
endeavour to bring about a better future for Northern Ireland.

 

MEETING WITH GARY MIDDLETON DUP



Many of you will have heard about the vile racism that was targeted
at a group of asylum seekers in Carrickfergus. In response to this
disgusting behaviour, we issued a statement of support and
encouraged the public to sign up. 

If you would like to sign it, please do so by following the below link:
https://forms.gle/r43hw2aZbvEYfXLw7

 

STATEMENT OF SUPPORT FOR ASYLUM SEEKERS IN 

CARRICKFERGUS

We are also pleased with the PSNI's response to this issue. We ask
them to continue protecting and offering support to all minority
ethnic people who are at risk of racial assaults and hate crimes.  

INFORMATION SESSION ON EFFECTIVE ACTIVISM PROJECT

On Tuesday 27th July we delivered a cultural awareness programme
at the Culmore Community Partnership Youth Club. We also had the
opportunity to share information with the young people about our
'Effective Activism' project and our upcoming 'Summer School'.

Thank you to the team there and to all the young people who came
along to see us, we loved getting to meet you and hope to see some of
you soon at our Summer School. 



 
Website: http://nwmf.org.uk

Email: info@nwmf.org.uk
Phone: 028 71362184/ 07912295771

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/www.nwmf.org.uk
Twitter: @nwmforum

Instagram: @northwestmigrantsforum

PLEASE NOTE THAT OUR OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED AFTER FRIDAY

30TH JULY AND WILL REOPEN AGAIN ON 17TH AUGUST 2021.

FOR EMERGENCIES DURING THIS TIME, PLEASE CONTACT

07912295771

http://nwmf.org.uk/
mailto:info@nwmf.org.uk
http://www.facebook.com/www.nwmf.org.uk

