
Everything you

need to know

about the Covid-

19 Vaccine

The first vaccine was approved for UK use in early December and within days it

was being given to vaccinators in NI, as well care home residents and

staff.Since then, two more vaccines have also been approved by UK

regulators.
What vaccine is being used?

The Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine

The Oxford-AstraZeneca vaccine

The Moderna vaccine

Three vaccines have been approved for use in the UK:

The first two are already in use in Northern Ireland, but supplies of the Moderna

vaccine are not expected to arrive in the UK until the spring. Each of the

approved vaccines is given to patients in two doses, a number of weeks apart.

when will i be vaccinated?

Patients are being offered vaccines in order of priority, based on age and

clinical vulnerability, as Covid-19 poses most danger to people who are elderly

or who have underlying health problems.

On 12 January, Northern Ireland's Department of Health published a detailed

timetable for delivering vaccinations to prioritised groups:



It is expected that mass vaccination will only become available to the general

population from the summer of 2021.

If you are not eligible yet, wait to be contacted. The NHS will let you know when

it's your turn to have the vaccine. It's important not to contact the NHS for a

vaccination before then.

how many vaccines have been carried out in northern ireland?

94% of over-80s

88% of 75-79

75% of 70-74

62% of 65-69

23% of people who are clinically extremely vulnerable

The latest available figures from the Department of Health show a total of

418,209 vaccines had been administered by 17 February.

Of that figure, 29,476 jabs were second doses. As of 16 February, the

following had received first doses:

is one vaccine better than another?

Pfizer-BioNTech, which produced its vaccine in Belgium, has reported 95%

protection against Covid-19.



which vaccine will i get?

The Moderna vaccine offers similar protection at nearly 95%, while trials of

the Oxford-AstraZeneca vaccine showed it was between 62% and 90%

effective.

Research from Oxford University found the AstraZeneca vaccine offered 76%

effective protection from a single dose for three months.

Experts have concluded that both vaccines that are available in Northern

Ireland are very effective, and have not stipulated a preference for either one

in any specific population.

In Northern Ireland, care home residents were given the Pfizer jab, while other

people aged 80 and over were called to their GP surgery to receive the Oxford-

AstraZeneca vaccine. 

Housebound patients have also received this vaccine.

In January, the Department of Health announced a new twin-track approach for

younger groups. This allowed people aged 65-69 to book slots at their local

vaccination centres, where they received the Pfizer jab. People aged over 70

were to attend their GP and receive the Oxford-AstraZeneca jab. However on

17 February it was announced that any over-70s who had not yet been

contacted by their GP to come for vaccination could book a slot for the Pfizer

vaccine at a local centre. 

will everyone be vaccinated

The eventual aim is that as many people as possible over the age of 18 receive

a Covid-19 vaccine.

It won't be compulsory, though - no other vaccines in the UK are - as experts

say this wouldn't help create confidence in the vaccine.

The government has so far ordered seven different types of vaccine and

expects to receive 367 million doses.

If everyone needs two doses, that would certainly be enough for every adult in

the UK.

what about people with allergies

Anyone with a previous history of allergic reactions to the ingredients of the

vaccine should not receive it, but those with any other allergies such as a food

allergy can now have the vaccine.



A severe allergic reaction - known as anaphylaxis - is a very rare side-effect

with any vaccine, but it can happen in those at risk. Most people, however, will

not be affected in any way.

The medical regulator, the MHRA, says anyone due to receive their vaccine

should discuss any medical history of serious allergies with their healthcare

professional beforehand.

I'm pregnant- will this effect my vaccination

Vaccination with either vaccine should only be considered for pregnant women

when the potential benefits outweigh any potential risks - for instance where

the risk of exposure to coronavirus is high and cannot be avoided, or where the

woman has underlying health conditions that put her at high risk of

complications of Covid-19.

Women should discuss the benefits and risks of having the vaccine with their

healthcare professional and reach a joint decision based on individual

circumstances.

Women who are breastfeeding can be given the vaccine

Pregnant women are likely to be low down the list of priority groups because of

their age, and may only be offered a vaccine in the second phase in 2021.

No - this vaccine is being rolled out free to people via the NHS.

You can't jump the queue by paying for it but there should be plenty of vaccine

to go round

can i pay to receive the vaccine sooner?

are there any side effects?

Some people have mild symptoms, such as muscle aches or a bit of a

temperature, after being vaccinated. This is not the disease itself, but the

body's response to the vaccine

If you have any more concerns or questions about the vaccine, contact

your GP or visit http://bit.ly/NHS-CovidVaccineInfo

http://bit.ly/NHS-CovidVaccineInfo

